
Ash Wednesday
February 22, 2023

 A tolling bell breaks the silence as we prepare our hearts and minds for the season of Lent.

KYRIE            ELW, #151

READING:  Psalm 146:2-10a                           Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

PRAYER OF THE DAY The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

Gracious God, out of Your love and mercy You breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve You 
and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our mortality with 
confidence in the mercy of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

ACCLAMATION             ELW, #186



SERMON   Pastor Trudy Stoffel

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

As we sing, those who wish may come forward for the imposition of ashes  

    After all have received ashes, we continue:

Accomplish in us, O God, the world of your salvation, that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen.  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.    
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:1-9                             The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our 
fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.  Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We 
have grieved your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.  
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.  
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.  
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgements, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward 
those who differ from us, we confess to you.  Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.  Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.  

INVITATION TO LENT  



HYMN        “Savior, When in Dust to You”                       ELW, #601

HYMN               “All Things of Dust to Dust Return”                                      ACS, #920



BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no 
one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve 
God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Thanks be to God.

All depart in silence

HYMN       “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”               ELW, #811
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 🎦  Video and sound are recording during the 7 pm service. By entering, you understand that your image and voice may be used and transmitted on church media 
platforms.

PRAYERS After each petition: God of grace, Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen.
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