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“I am sending him, who is my very heart, back to you”
THE PENITENT
THIEF ON THE CROSS
(Philemon
1:12).
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These are strong words to describe another—words
saturated
in love and hope, words saturated in
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connection
and promise.
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Paul writes these words to Philemon, a “dear friend and
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co-worker,”
about Philemon’s runaway slave, Onesimus.
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In ancient
Israel,
almost anyone could become a slave,
and nearly 30-40% of the population were enslaved.
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way, Paul meets Onesimus, Philemon’s runaway slave,
andLYDIA
chooses not to view him by his status alone, or as a
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for running
away, but as a son.
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Paul pushes and challenges his readers to see the full
humanity of Onesimus. Paul does not do this perfectly,
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still blinded by the societal structures of the day, but he
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does take big steps toward justice here—steps toward
equality and love—and we are called to do the same.
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Philemon
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In what
ways1 are
we being like Philemon—ignoring social
change we could help enact? In what ways could we be
like Paul, bending, step-by-step, the social arc of our
society toward equality and justice for all? In what ways
could we do better?

I am starting to believe that Paul was onto something—
that maybe all justice work must begin by believing that
others carry our hearts.
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Color in the imagery on the page, reflecting on the words,
“I am sending him, who is my very heart, back to you”
(Philemon 1:12).
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- In the Roman Empire, to accept a runaway or
delinquent slave back home without punishment
was nothing short of absurd. To accept him back as a
"beloved brother" would have provoked a significant
amount of social sacrifice and shame. What does Paul
risk by sending this request?
- Imagine Paul's letter is addressed to the modern day
church. Who are the Onesimus's in our midst? Who
are the ones deemed "useless," or delinquent who
need to be welcomed into the beloved community?
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make a difference.
We’ve
bold stories of those
often overlooked in our biblical narratives. Using visual
art and prompts for reflection, we hope to dig deep into
_____________________________________________________
the worlds of these characters, entering their stories with
curiosity and openness to what they might teach us.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
We have arranged the stories so that they have a narrative
arc beginning with Genesis and the Hebrew stories, moving
_____________________________________________________
to the minor characters in the backdrop of Jesus’ birth and
_____________________________________________________
death, and concluding with the apostles and Christians who

_____________________________________________________
emerged in the years after the resurrection. We invite you
_____________________________________________________
to complete this journal at the pace and order that suits
you. You may wish to ponder the reflections and prompts
_____________________________________________________
individually or with others. We have designed this journal
so that it might be used as a personal devotional or as the
_____________________________________________________
curriculum for a group study series.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

As we journey with these characters, may they remind us that
_____________________________________________________
we all play a role in shaping God’s story of redemption and
grace. May they awaken us to the faces of our faith in our world
_____________________________________________________
today. May they encourage us to know that no action is ever too
_____________________________________________________
small to make a difference.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Artfully yours,
The Sanctified Art Creative Team
Lisle Gwynn Garrity
pray
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May we have
GarrityAmen.
enslavedHannah
in our midst.
Lauren Wright Pittman
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