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imply that women are less than men because Eve came
Once upon a time, there was a pastor who preached so long
second, but that is not the point of this story. The power of
that a young man fell asleep, then fell out the window of the
this story is not in the order. The power of this story is in a
church, and died. It sounds like a bad joke, right? It’s not. Read
God that saw how humans need one another, and in Adam’s
Acts 20.
first testimony of belonging.
It’s a tragic story, but fortunately for Eutychus, Paul ran down
Before Eve, Adam was alone—truly alone—and you and I
to the street, kneeled over his broken body, and revived the
both know that we as humans need one another. It’s the way
young man, bringing him back to life and back into the fold of
we’re wired!
the church.
God sees Adam’s isolation and responds. God transforms
Eutychus is a passive character in this story. However, his story
that deep human loneliness into deep human belonging
is not unique because Eutychus is certainly not the only young
through new creation.
person or individual who has fallen out of the church since the
time
Jesus
walked
earth.
What
amazes
methis
most
about this story is Adam’s response.
It would be so human of Adam to focus on their differences,
How many people are falling away from church, and when
to be hesitant in his welcome, or to act superior for being
they do, are we kneeling in the street with them when things
made first. However, instead of focusing on their differences,
get hard? Are we carrying them back into the house to feed
Adam immediately celebrates their connection. It’s as if
them and celebrate their life? Are we acknowledging how hard
Adam says, “At last! I have been waiting for someone to
religion can be? Are we changing our traditions so that people
belong to, and even though we look different, we are made
with different mental and physical needs can connect to God?
from the same God, so you and I, we belong together.”
When members get divorced, do we ignore it, or do we kneel
Can’t you just hear Adam’s sigh of relief? Can’t you imagine
in the street and cry with them? When our young people come
how deeply his heart must have ached in his own human
out, do we celebrate them, or do we leave them sitting on the
isolation, and how quickly that must have changed at the
window sill alone, hoping they’ll find God without us? When
sight of her face?
young adults say they can make a bigger impact in this world
working
for just
a non-profit
rather this
thanworld
goingwould
to church,
I wonder
how different
be ifdo
wewe
saw
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hoping
strangers
and
friends
Adam
sees Eve.
You the
refugee,
they’ll
remain
quiet?
you the
convict;
you who is black or white, old or young, gay
or straight—you are bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.
May this story of Eutychus’ valuable life remind us that people
You and I, we belong together. May we never forget it.
do fall, and when they do, we as a church are called to either
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write
Name someone who is falling away from the Church,
away from community, or away from a place of belonging.
This can
beof
someone
you know personally or someone
face
my faith:
representative of a larger group. In the space below, write
a prayer
to God on their behalf.
impact
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

face of my
faith:
reflect
- Imagine you are one of the people listening to Paul
impact preach. How do you react to the events that unfold?
What are you feeling as you witness Eutychus’ fall?

_____________________________________________________

- Now imagine you are Eutychus. How do you
experience the events that unfold? How does this
experience color your relationship with the Church?

_____________________________________________________
face of my faith:
_____________________________________________________
impact
_____________________________________________________

- What are some of the reasons why people fall away
from the Church? What actions or inactions by church
members can drive people away?
face of my faith:
impact
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_____________________________________________________
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face of my faith:
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pray
God of the falling and the fallen, help us to catch those
who are slipping through the cracks. Amen.
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