Third Sunday in Lent
Gathering the Body of Christ - Near & Far
March 7, 2021

GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME

THOMPSON - Will L. Thompson, Setting by David Cherwin

CALL TO WORSHIP
We have all gone astray like sheep, yet God has called us back.
We long for your salvation, Lord. Your law is our delight.
Let us sing of God’s promises, for we live to praise our creator!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
We confess our sins before God and one another.
To you, O God,
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins, the thoughts, words,
and deeds that have damaged our relationship with you, our neighbors, and your creation. silence for
reflection Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your
paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore us to the joy
of discipleship and service, for the sake of Jesus our faithful Lord. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Forgiving God,
You long for your lost children to return to you. Lead us homeward on the path of repentance, that we might be
restored to you and to your community in Christ our Lord. Amen.

ACCLAMATION

“Listen To The Word”

ACS #974

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Christy Heins

READING: Psalm 119:169-176

tone 8

169 Let my cry come before | you, O Lord;
give me understanding, according | to your word.
170 Let my supplication | come before you;
deliver me, according | to your promise.
171 My lips shall pour | forth your praise,
when you teach | me your statutes.
172 My tongue shall sing | of your promise,
for all your command- | ments are righteous.
173 Let your hand be read- | y to help me,
for I have chosen | your commandments.
174 I long for your salva- | tion, O Lord,
and your teaching is | my delight.
175 Let me live, and | I will praise you,
and let your | judgments help me.
176 I have gone astray like a sheep | that is lost;
search for your servant, for I do not forget | your commandments.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
PREACHING TEXT: Luke 15:1-32
SERMON

Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor Trudy Stoffel

OFFERING
Through your donations we are able to support the ministries of Geneva Lutheran Church both here and in
the broader community. Ten percent of all offerings go beyond our walls to support our community locally,
nationally (including support for communities affected by storms in Texas) and internationally.
There are many ways you can give - put a check in the mail,
text: 630-528-2407 with a dollar amount or give online https://bit.ly/3jErAR5

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Wayward Journey” - Dick Claasen

Martha Sobie, Wood Flute

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

After each petition: Merciful God, Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BENEDICTION

HYMN

DISMISSAL
SENDING MUSIC

“Softly And Tenderly Jesus is Calling”
THOMPSON

ELW #608

Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Morning Prayer Op. 39 No. 1 - Pyotr Iiyich Tchaikovsky
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